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1. Mark your property lines

Surprisingly, some landowners only vaguely know 
the location of their property lines. But accurately 
marked lines are like a breath of fresh air for timber 
buyers. Buyers can offer a more aggressive price be-
cause they need not worry about accidentally cutting a 
neighbor’s timber – and the hefty fi nes associated with 
it. Accurately marked boundaries also make cruising 
timber (fi guring up timber value) easier.

If your lines aren’t marked, and you only vaguely 
know their location, a few things can help. First, check 
the county courthouse for plats, deeds and tax maps. 
If your land was surveyed in the past, plats show ex-
actly where the lines and corners are located. If not, 

some deeds contain detailed descriptions of lines and 
corners. And though the lines on tax maps aren’t guar-
anteed to be accurate, they do show you where the 
county thinks your land begins and ends for tax pur-
poses. Many counties now have plats, deeds and tax 
maps online.

Once you’ve verifi ed – on the ground and with 
your neighbors – where the lines and corners are 
located, you can spray one or two horizontal lines 
on trees within fi ve feet of the boundary, facing the 
boundary. Reserve three horizontal lines for trees near 
the corner. A group of trees with three painted lines 
is the established sign for corner. And just remember: 
When in doubt, call a surveyor.

By Stephen Bishop

One of the great things about country living is having trees next door. 

You can’t fi nd quieter neighbors, and trees have a multitude of benefi ts: 

beauty, wildlife habitat, windbreak, privacy and income, among others. 

Timber is a valuable commodity, and since most landowners only have 

timber harvested once or twice in a lifetime (at least on a large scale), 

some careful thought and a few simple actions before you sell your timber 

can ensure the process is done right.

Straight Talk 
Before you decide to harvest 
and sell the trees on your property, 
check out these seven tips.

OPPOSITE: Thinning your 
woods can be an excellent 

means to supplemental 
income. You’ll only do it 
once or twice though, so 

make sure it’s done right. 
Photo: t.c. knight





2. Know your forest objectives 
To practice sustainable forestry, landowners must 

plan long-term. This often means sacrificing some 
present-day profits for the benefit of future genera-
tions. Decisions made today about timber harvesting 
will have a long-lasting impact. 

Defining and prioritizing forest objectives can help 
landowners plan. To identify objectives, ask yourself 
a few questions: What do I want to manage for? For 
recreation, aesthetics, profit? For wildlife? If so, what 
species? Deer? Songbirds? Snakes? The answers to 
these questions will guide your forest management, 
particularly when and how you harvest timber. Of 
course, many landowners will answer yes to several 
of these questions, which is what makes forest man-
agement both challenging and enjoyable.

Then, with objectives defined, it’s time to figure 
out how to achieve them: A forester is your go-to re-
source for help in doing that.

3. Call your local service forester
Usually bedecked in green or brown and adorned 

with a badge, the service forester is frequently con-
fused with a park ranger. But job responsibilities dif-
fer. Whereas rangers enforce forest laws, foresters 
manage the growth and production of trees. For forest-
ers, most states require a four-year degree in forestry 
and successful completion of a certification exam. In 
addition, many states employ service foresters, whose 
main purpose is to help landowners in their county or 
district with forest management.  

ABOVE: A commercial  
logging operation will  

be in and out; just  
make sure they maintain  

the integrity of your  
forest and your mission.   

Photo: iStockPhoto.com/Darinburt

RIGHT: Determining 
what you want in your 

forest goes a long way to 
determining which trees 

you want out.  
Photo: t.c. knight



Service foresters can provide landowners with a 
wealth of information, especially information related 
to growing and harvesting timber. Usually, the for-
ester will come out and walk over your land with you, 
then give suggestions and answer questions. In some 
states, the service forester may even write a forest 
management plan – for free – tailored to your objec-
tives. 

And although service foresters can’t oversee tim-
ber sales for you, they can provide you with a list of 
timber buyers in your area, sample contracts for tim-
ber sales, and information on government-run cost-
share programs for replanting.

So if you own forestland, have your local service 
forester come out and walk through your forest.

4. Cut through myths and 
misconceptions 

Of course, you’ll want to talk to your service for-
ester about harvesting timber, especially what gets 
cut – everything or only a few trees here and there. 

In many ways, cutting everything, also known 
as clear-cutting, mimics a natural disaster, such as 
a forest fi re or hurricane. So to human eyes, clear-
cuts look ugly. Nonetheless, many plant and animal 
species absolutely thrive after a clear-cut. In fact, to 
sun-loving species like pines and songbirds like the 
Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea), a clear-cut looks 
like paradise. But plants that need shade and animals 
that need old growth habitat won’t survive. No matter 
how you harvest timber, whether through a clear-cut 
or selective cut (with some trees remaining), you’ll be 
favoring some species over others.

For sustainability, it may seem that selective cuts 
are always a good idea, the thought being that leftover 
trees will have a head start in growth. That may be 
right if you’re leaving behind high-quality trees that 
are straight, vigorous growers. It’s not a good idea – in 
fact, it’s a terrible idea – if you’re leaving behind low-
quality trees or trees of undesirable species. (Cutting 
the best and leaving the rest is called “high-grading” 
in forestry lingo, and you never want anyone to high-
grade your forest.) Unfortunately, crooked trees stay 
crooked, hollow trees stay hollow, and stunted trees 
stay stunted. Like leaving weeds in a garden, leaving 
low-quality trees in a forest creates more competition 
for valuable resources such as water, nutrients and 
sunlight. It also provides a low-quality seed source for 
the next forest. 

No way of cutting timber is perfect. Each method 
has advantages and disadvantages, and talking to a 
forester can help you determine which is best for you 
and your forest.

5. Get multiple offers 
When selling timber, beware of “pinhookers.” 

They’re the bad apples who give legitimate timber 
buyers and loggers a bad name. If you have a tract 
of timber, don’t be surprised if a person shows up on 
occasion with an offer for quick money that sounds 
too good to refuse. By all means, refuse it. Pinhookers 
buy timber rights from trusting landowners at prices 
far below market value, then turn around and sell the 
rights for twice the price.

To protect yourself against the fast-money schemes 
of pinhookers, get multiple offers for your timber. 
Your local service forester will have a list of timber 
buyers in your area that you can contact to solicit 
bids. The more bids you receive, the more you can 
rest assured that you’re selling timber at market value. 
Serious timber buyers take time to cruise timber and 
calculate a competitive price. On the other hand, pin-
hookers love to move fast to seal the deal, knowing 
good and well they aren’t about to lose money. So, 
whatever you do, don’t let someone pressure you into 
selling timber.

STUMPED BY STUMPAGE PRICE? 

In forestry lingo, the offer that a landowner receives for timber is called the 
“stumpage price,” that is, the price for trees still standing on the stump. 
For timber buyers, lots of variables go into formulating the stumpage price, 
which is why offers can differ so drastically. The following are just a few 
variables:

■  THE THREE S’s: Species, size and straightness of trees.

■   MILL DISTANCE: The closer the better. Log trucks get abysmal fuel 
mileage. 

■   WEATHER: Timber on elevated, well-drained tracts can receive a premium 
during a prolonged period of wet weather. 

■  DEMAND: When demand for new houses crashes, so do timber prices. 

■   GLOBAL COMPETITION: The influx of sawtimber from Canada and 
pulpwood from Brazil can affect local timber prices.

braD anDerSon



6. Check credentials and references 
If you get multiple bids, you shouldn’t neces-

sarily accept the highest offer. Unfortunately, an 
occasional timber buyer may accidentally overbid 
and then look for ways to cut corners and, in doing 
so, leave you with an expensive mess to clean up. 
Of course, the vast majority of loggers know that 
reputation matters, and they’ll do a quality job even 
if they happen to overbid. Still, it doesn’t hurt to do 
your homework.   

Ideally, a timber buyer will have several recent 
references from previous timber harvests nearby. It’s 
a good idea to contact the references and go look at 
their cutover land to make sure everything checks out. 
Also, see if the logging crew has undergone some 
form of voluntary safety certifi cation, often known as 
Pro Logger certifi cation (the name varies by state). If 
everything seems to check out, accept the highest bid. 
If there’s a conspicuous lack of references and cre-
dentials, that’s a red fl ag. The last thing you want is a 
logger doing a rush job on your land.    

7. Consider hiring a 
consulting forester 

Finally, if all this seems overwhelming, consider 
hiring a consulting forester. Whereas a service forester 
can advise, a consulting forester can actually oversee 
and handle the timber harvest for you. Usually, a con-
sulting forester will cruise your timber to calculate its 
volume in board feet and tons, mark trees that need 
to be cut or left, then advertise your timber to every 
timber buyer within a 60- to 100-mile range. To ensure 
the integrity of the timber sale, most consultants use a 
sealed bid process in which bids remain undisclosed 
until the date of the sale. After selling the timber, the 
consulting forester oversees the logging for you.

Most consultants charge a percentage of the tim-
ber sale and claim that you’ll receive more and high-
er bids and save yourself from a lot of stress by using 
their services. 

When all is said and done, if you don’t feel like 
selling your timber, whether on your own or through 
a consultant, you can always save for that proverbial 
rainy day. Trees store well in the woods.  

A former timber cruiser, Stephen Bishop lives and writes 
in an old farmhouse in Shelby, North Carolina.

FINDING FORESTERS ONLINE

Society of American Foresters
www.SAFNet.org

Forest Guild
www.ForestGuild.org

Association of Consulting 
Foresters of America
www.ACF-Foresters.org

National Association of 
State Foresters
www.StateForesters.org

By the end of the timber-
selling process, you and 

your local forester should 
know each other well. 

PhotoS: toP, StePhen biShoP;
right, t.c. knight
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By Oscar H. Will III

Most folks recognize an agricultural-style tractor when they see one, 

and many can distinguish a modern farm tractor from a modern compact 

utility tractor, but when you’re in the market for a tiny tractor to park in 

your garden shed, decision-making lines are easily blurred. Call them 

subcompact tractors, garden tractors or lawn tractors, today’s diminutive 

doers are available with a wide range in pricing that relates to an even 

wider range in capacity and capability. Work a light-duty lawn tractor too 

hard and you might wind up with a $2,000 boat anchor. Only use your 

subcompact tractor to keep an acre of lawn  trimmed, and you’ve got a 

$15,000 riding mower in your barn.

Grit’s Guide to 

Little Tractors
Miniature machines available in a wide range of capability and price.



North America’s smallest tractors were born as garden 
tractors shortly after World War I, when folks began 
trading animal power for petroleum power to keep 
backyard vegetable gardens or small truck (from the 
Middle English trukien – to barter) patches produc-
ing. These early contraptions were heavy and cumber-
some; most were constructed with a single pair of drive 
wheels. Two-wheeled tractors are still available today, 
and they’re capable of carrying out substantial work – 
the operator gets a nice workout at the same time. The 
fi rst production four-wheeled, garden-sized tractors ar-
rived shortly before the Great Depression, and the genre 
exploded after World War II. 

Virtually all early garden tractors were built to 
withstand long days of hard pulling with ground-
engaging implements such as land plows in tow. Those 
machines had suffi cient weight, traction and stout-
enough transmissions for extended pulling. Before 
1960, most garden tractors got the work done with less 
than 6 hp at the drawbar. Today, not all tiny tractors are 
designed with pulling in mind – even those with more 
than 25 engine hp – but they all have a purpose, and we 
aim to help you make the right choice. 

Lawn tractor
At the lighter-duty end of the spectrum are ma-

chines that look like miniature tractors, complete with 
large rear tires and a simple drawbar hitch. Lawn trac-
tors tend to be lighter overall (generally less than 500 

pounds ready to work) than the similarly sized garden 
tractor class, and, in many cases, they are equipped with 
engines rated with greater than 25 hp. 

Most new lawn tractors are equipped with hydro-
static transaxles encased in lightweight aluminum alloy 
or pot metal housings. These transaxles are generally 
connected to the tractor’s engine with a drive belt and 
are perfect if you use the lawn tractor as intended – for 
mowing grass and light towing or pushing. They’re 
easy to break if you try to mount too much weight 
on the lawn tractor or engage in hard pulling with en-
hanced traction (bar-lug tires, tire chains, rear wheel 
weights, etc.).

If you need a serviceable and handy riding mower 
(for up to about 21⁄2 acres) that can pull a garden cart, 
leaf sweeper, grass clipping bagger, fertilizer spreader 
and dethatcher, or occasionally push a little snow with 
a front-mounted blade, then the lawn tractor is right for 
you. 

However, just because the lawn tractor has a draw-
bar hitch doesn’t mean you should use it to pull a 

HORSEPOWER VS. TRACTION

When considering any tractor purchase, you will be inundated and 
quite possibly intimidated by all manner of specification numbers. 
The numbers that most manufacturers focus on relate to horsepower 
measured at the engine, PTO or drawbar. 

When you are looking at a lawn tractor, higher engine horsepower 
numbers relate to the size of cutting deck the tractor can efficiently 
run – the wider the deck, the more horsepower required. However, 
there is a tendency among manufacturers to seek bragging rights 
to the most powerful lawn tractor out there – for the consumer, this 
horsepower competition means that most lawn tractors are much 
more than adequately powered. You can easily drive a 50-inch-wide 
cutting deck with a 15-hp engine, which means that 26 hp really 
isn’t necessary. Further, the transaxles on lawn tractors would quickly 
self-destruct if they were asked to deliver anywhere near the full 26 
engine hp to the ground in a tough pulling situation. 

Thankfully, lawn tractors are so light that, in most cases, the rear 
wheels will start to spin long before axle shafts will twist in two when 
the transaxle is overpowered. 

Subcompact tractors are designed to convert more of that engine 
horsepower into ground-engaging pulling power (drawbar horsepow-
er). These machines are built for maximum traction, while keeping 
sufficient reserve power to run implements (PTO horsepower). 

So, if you truly have a need for a 54-inch wide cutting deck on a 
lawn tractor, then the 25-hp model might make sense. However, you 
will be able to safely and effectively pull much more weight with an 
18-hp diesel subcompact tractor, and it would have no issue driving 
a 54-inch mowing deck at a slightly lower ground speed than the 
lawn tractor. The garden tractors fall between the lawn tractors and 
subcompact tractors in terms of traction, but overlap completely in 
terms of engine horsepower rating.

66 
percent of GRIT 
readers surveyed 
mow more than an 
acre of lawn.

ABOVE: John Deere’s 
X534 Multi-Terrain Garden 
Tractor offers two-pedal 
foot control for quick and 
easy changes in direction 
and speed.  
Photo: courteSy John Deere

OPPOSITE: With its front-
end loader and mowing 
deck, Cub Cadet Yanmar’s 
Sc2400 Subcompact 
Tractor is designed to work.  
Photo: courteSy cub caDet yanmar



trailing self-powered rotary tiller through an acre of 
garden or a stoneboat across a freshly tilled fi eld.

Garden tractor
Not always easy to distinguish from lawn tractors 

at fi rst glance, when you check out the underpinnings 
of modern garden tractors, you will fi nd heavy-duty 
hydrostatic transaxles (many connected to the engine 
with a driveshaft), often enclosed in cast-iron hous-
ings, and rear hitches designed to pull. 

Set the true garden tractor on the scale, and it’ll 
likely weigh more than 700 pounds in its work cloth-
ing. Garden tractors may also come with optional 
front and/or rear hitches attached to hydraulic or 
electric lifts, and hydraulic systems designed to allow 
you to run auxiliary equipment or attachments such 
as mounted snow throwers, angle plows, rotary tillers 
and even small front-end loaders. 

Garden tractors can be equipped with a heavy-
duty, belly-mounted fi nish mower and are particularly 
well suited to cutting more acres of lawn than even the 
most robust lawn tractors. In short, the garden tractor 
is able to do the same things that a lawn tractor can 
do plus pull or push ground-engaging tools with ease. 

Most garden tractors can be safely ballasted with 
fl uid in the tires, front or rear chassis weights, wheel 
weights or drawbar-mounted weight boxes to enhance 
stability and/or traction. You also can safely mount 
bar-lug agricultural style tires on a garden tractor’s 
drive wheels for even more traction, without worry-
ing about breaking axle shafts. 

If you have three or more acres of lawn to mow 
and maintain, grow a big food garden, muck out one 
or two stalls, routinely need to grade your gravel lane 
and remove snow from it in the wintertime, a gar-
den tractor is just what you need. Expect to spend at 
least $6,000 for a nicely equipped model; however, 
don’t make the mistake of trying to use it as a heavy-
duty landscaping or construction machine. The gar-
den tractor’s frame simply isn’t up to the abuses that 
commercial-grade work imposes – you need the more 
robust four-wheel-drive subcompact tractor to extend 
the machine’s capability and useful lifespan. 

Subcompact tractor
The fi rst readily available subcompact tractors to 

make it to North America were born in Japan – light-
weight and diminutive diesel tractors bearing names 
like Kubota, Satoh Beaver and Bolens G174 (both 
built by Mitsubishi) were among the fi rst on the scene 
along with variously branded Isuzu- and Kimco-built 
machines. These tractors were classifi ed as garden 
tractors at the time because the compact and subcom-
pact designations really hadn’t been defi ned yet. But 
these small tractors were built just like larger farm 
tractors with heavy cast-iron housings for the trans-
axle, transmission(s), clutch housing and engine block 

TWO WHEELS MAY BE ALL YOU NEED

The two-wheeled garden tractor has a long history throughout much of 
the agricultural world. These tractors are constructed with cast-iron clutch, 
transmission and axle housings, much like the engine-to-axle components 
on a subcompact tractor – only on a much smaller scale. The two-wheeled 
walking tractor is controlled from behind, or the side, or the front (while 
running in reverse) with an adjustable handlebar, and it can be equipped 
with grader blades, land plows, rotary tillers, snowblowers, rough country 
mowers, miniature hay mowers, miniature hay rakes, miniature hay balers 
and even dump-cart bodies. 

Modern two-wheeled tractors are quite popular in vineyards and berry 
patches and on other smaller agricultural enterprises, especially those with 
considerable slope. Although they are not inexpensive (expect to pay at 
least $2,000 for a good two-wheeled tractor with tiller), two-wheeled trac-
tors make a lot of sense for folks who already own a mower for the lawn 
and need to intensively work relatively few garden or field acres. 

ABOVE: Kubota offers a 
wide range of implements 
to help make its BX2360 
Subcompact Tractor the go-
to machine on your place.
Photo: courteSy kubota

LEFT: A walk-behind BCS 
tractor works great with a 
sickle bar mower to clear 
overgrown areas.  
Photo: courteSy bcS



that when bolted together created a virtually 
indestructible chassis. 

Today, the subcompact tractor genre is 
situated between the garden tractor and the 
compact tractor. Virtually all subcompact 
tractors weigh more than 1,200 pounds with-
out implements attached, and they are stout 
enough to pull or push some multiple of 
their weight, lift roughly 50 percent of their 
weight and carry more than their weight. 

Subcompact tractors make great plat-
forms for attaching small loaders and back-
hoes; they are usually equipped with the 
industry standard rear three-point hitch, and 
front, mid and rear power take-off points, 
which make them about as versatile as any 
larger tractor – but more effective for small-
er jobs. Most subcompact tractors sold in 
the United States are equipped with 4-wheel 
drive – all are diesel-powered. 

If you have more than fi ve acres to mow 
and/or need a heavy-duty tractor to till an 
acre or more, push gravel, grade the land-
scape, clean large barns, handle tons of 
topsoil and mulch, haul tons of rock and 
fi rewood, mow several rough country acres, 
move a lot of snow, and plan to do all of that 
for a decade or two, the subcompact trac-
tor is your best bet. The subcompact tractor 
will do it all and then some, but it won’t be 

the most effi cient fractional-acreage lawn 
mower any more than the tool of choice for 
putting up 40 acres of hay. But for many 
folks with plenty of land to keep track of and 
budget for a single tractor, the subcompact 
makes sense – expect to pay at least $12,000 
for a subcompact unit without mowing deck 
or loader. 

Former owner of a 20-something unit tractor 
collection, Editor Hank Will currently 
employs two lawn tractors, three garden 
tractors and one compact tractor to get the 
work done around his place. 

RESOURCES

LAWN & GARDEN 
TRACTORS 

Cub Cadet
www.CubCadet.com

John Deere
www.Deere.com/en_US

MTD
www.MTDProducts.com

Toro
www.Toro.com

Husqvarna
www.Husqvarna.com

Simplicity Manufacturing
www.SimplicityMfg.com

Snapper
www.Snapper.com

Kubota Tractor Co.
www.Kubota.com

Agritech Imports 
www.AgriTechImports.com

Ariens
www.Ariens.com

Massey Ferguson Lawn
www.MasseyLawn.com

Craftsman
www.Craftsman.com

SUBCOMPACT 
TRACTORS

Cub Cadet Yanmar
www.CubCadet
Yanmar.com

Kubota Tractor Co.
www.Kubota.com

John Deere
www.Deere.com/en_US

New Holland
www.NewHolland.com

Massey Ferguson 
www.MasseyFerguson.com

Mahindra Tractor
www.MahindraUSA.com

Branson Tractors 
www.BransonTractor.com

TYM Tractors
www.TYM-Tractors.com

LS Tractor
www.LSTractorUSA.com

TWO-WHEELED 
TRACTORS

BCS America
www.BCSAmerica.com

Grillo
www.Grillo-America.com

DR Power Equipment
www.DrPower.com

ABOVE: Mahindra’s 1816 HST subcompact makes an 
excellent platform for digging attachments. 
Photo: courteSy mahinDra tractorS 

ABOVE LEFT: Cub Cadet’s SLTX 1054 26-hp lawn 
tractor makes a 54-inch cut with each pass.
Photo: courteSy cub caDet



By GRIT Staff

Tie the 10 Most Useful 

Knots 
1: Overhand Knot; 2: Figure-eight Knot; 
3: Reef (Square) Knot; 4: Sheet (Becket) 
Bend; 5: Carrick Bend; 6: Bowline; 7: Clove 
Hitch; 8: Timber Hitch; 9: Taut-line Hitch; 10: 
Sheepshank
Photo: courteSy grit eDitorS

Binders and ratchet straps have 
made it so you can get through life 
without needing to know how to tie any 
but the most rudimentary of knots, but 
sooner or later, you will find yourself 
with a load that needs securing and 
only a hank of rope to get the job done. 
Before you get started with knot tying, 
it is useful to learn a little of the lan-
guage.

HITCH: Category of knots used to at-
tach a single rope to an object.

BEND: Category of knot used to join 
ropes together.

BITTER END: The end of a rope that’s 
being manipulated. In the case of a rope 
that’s hitched to a well bucket, the bit-
ter end is that which is not attached to 
the bucket.

STANDING PART: The segment of the 
rope that you aren’t using at the mo-
ment. It can be coiled, stretched, or oth-
erwise left inactive.

BIGHT: An arc in the rope. This can 
be a semicircle or a loose loop through 
which the bitter end may run.

With over 4,000 hitches and bends 
created for specialized use, knotsman-



ship can get a bit overwhelming. We’ve picked 
out 10 of the most versatile knots which will 
help you handle just about any situation that 
requires you to fasten two objects together, 
secure one line to another, or tie a rope to a 
solid object.

OVERHAND KNOT: Run the bitter end over 
and under the bight. This knot is used as a 
stopper to prevent a rope from unraveling or 
passing through a ring, eye, or pulley. It’s also 
the starting point knots such as the reef or 
square-knot.

FIGURE-EIGHT KNOT: This knot makes a 
better stopper than the overhand, because it’s 
easier to untie after the rope has been pulled 
tight. Form a bight with the working end over 
the standing part ... run the bitter end under the 
standing part to form a second bight ... then 
put the bitter end through the first bight. The 
result looks like a sideways numeral 8.

REEF (SQUARE) KNOT: Use this knot to 
lash two objects together with one line, or to 
join two separate ropes. The reef knot will 
often slip under strain, especially if the two 
ropes knotted together are of different diam-
eters, so it isn’t the best way to bend two lines.

The square knot consists of two overhand 
knots, one on top of the other. The second knot 
is tied in the opposite direction from the first. 
When correctly formed, the bitter ends and 
standing parts of each line will lie together in-
side the two bights. A granny knot looks like 
a reef knot, but the bitter ends are on opposite 
sides of the bights from the standing parts. 
The granny knot is not able to take a load and 
should be avoided.

SHEET (BECKET) BEND: This knot is used 
to join two ropes of different diameters. It is 
stronger and less slip-prone than the square 
knot, but can be easily untied no matter how 
wet and tight it gets. Form a bight in the larger 
of the two lines. Run the working end of the 
smaller line through the loop, around the dou-
bled heavier cord, back over its own standing 
part and then under the bight in the larger line. 
Be sure to snug this knot by hand before put-
ting any strain on it.

CARRICK BEND: Although not as well 
known as the reef or sheet bend, this knot is 

stronger than either and just as easy to loosen. 
Tie it by forming a loop in one rope, with the 
working end crossing under the standing part. 
Then, pass the bitter end of the other cord be-
neath this bight, over the first rope’s standing 
part, down under its working end, over one 
side of the loop, under its own (the second 
rope’s) standing part, and - finally- over the 
second side of the loop. This knot requires a 
good bit of practice to become natural, but the 
effort is well worth it.

BOWLINE: The bowline is used to form a se-
cure loop in the end of a line. Simply form a 
closed bight in the rope, bring the bitter end 
up through the bight, around the standing end, 
back down through the bight again, and pull 
the knot tight. The bowline, which holds with 
fair reliability in natural fiber ropes, can slip 
when tied with slick-surfaced synthetic lines.

CLOVE HITCH: This hitch won’t be secure 
unless a load acts on both ends of the knot. 
Consider the clove as a general utility hitch 
for temporary use only. Roll a bight around a 
pole, pipe, or post and then across the standing 
part. Next, make a second turn around the pole 
and pass the bitter end under the last bight. 
This knot is a so-called “jam” knot, because 
the harder the strain it takes, the tighter the 
knot becomes.

TIMBER HITCH: This knot is designed to 
roll around a tree to hold a temporary guy, 
to drag or winch a log, or to lift timber with 
a boom hoist. Just loop the bitter end of the 
rope around a tree, timber, or log, then turn 
it around the standing part, and twist it back 
along the bight for as few as two-or as many 
as eight turns. (The more turns, the less likely 
the knot is to slip under strain.)

TAUT-LINE HITCH: Here’s a handy knot for 
folks who climb. The taut-line hitch can slide 
up and down to provide a climber with free-
dom of movement, but should she slip, it will 
tighten and stop the fall.

Start this knot by throwing a rope over a 
branch or other horizontal member so that two 
lines hang parallel. The longer end, which ex-
tends down to the ground is called the ground 
line. Loop the other end of the rope twice 
through a ring in a climber’s belt, leaving a 
working end of about two feet in length.

Take the 24-inch tail and pass its working 
end around the ground line in a clockwise di-
rection to form two complete tight loops, the 
second below the first. Then, form two more 
clockwise loops around the ground line at a 
point above the first two, each time routing the 
leading end under its own bight. The complete 
knot includes four tight adjacent loops around 
the ground line resembling four doughnuts on 
a stick.

Counting from the top downward, the 
loops are tied in this order: 3, 4, 1, 2.

In the completed knot, the leading end 
extend out 10 inches or so and should have 
a figure-eight knot tied in its end to prevent it 
from accidentally slipping through the loop of 
the taut-line hitch.

SHEEPSHANK: This special purpose knot is 
useful when you have too much rope to con-
veniently handle a specific job but don’t want 
to cut your valuable line.

To make the sheepshank, lay two long 
bights (in the standing part) side-by-side like 
a wide letter S, then secure both loops with 
half hitches. This knot can also be used to by-
pass an area in a rope that’s been weakened by 
excessive chafing. You can just shake the knot 
loose when the strain is released.

There are many other knots you’ll find 
just as useful as our “10 best” ... so don’t stop 
once you’ve mastered these. You can, for ex-
ample, get into such colorful specialties as the 
fisherman’s bend, cow hitch, surgeon’s knot, 
wagoner’s hitch, packer’s knot, man-harness 
knot, fireman’s-chair knot, scaffold hitch, bar-
rel knot, and the boatswain’s hitch.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Instructions for the 
taut-line hitch were adapted-with the pub-
lisher’s permission-from the book Tree Care 
by J.M. Haller (Copyright ©1977 by Howard 
W. Sams & Co., Inc., Indianapolis, Indiana).


